From PC Folwell – Thames Valley Police
Hello,

For those who have not yet met me I am Pc 1705 Stuart Folwell, the Neighbourhood specialist officer from Thames valley police covering your neighbourhood of Woburn Sands, Wavendon, Bow Brickhill & Little Brickhill.

To give you a little bit of history about me I have been a police officer for the past eight years starting as a reactive officer at Milton Keynes for the first three years before becoming a neighbourhood officer at Newport Pagnell.

Just over two years ago I took over this area from Pc Rick Williams who decided to move onto pastures new after spending a number of years in the area.

I am very passionate about the area as my mother was born & brought up in Little Brickhill which is where I spent a lot of weekends as a child with my grandparents so I know the villages & the area well.

As you may or may not be aware Thames valley police now concentrating on neighbourhood policing in order to strengthen Neighbourhood Policing to respond to local needs and increase public confidence. 

As part of this statagy each area has introduced a Neighbourhood action group (NAG) this is a multi-agency, problem-solving group that consists of relivant patner agencies, key stakeholders & most importantly members of the local community. As part of the NAG we focus our work on three main prioties that are indentified after consultation with the local community. The three prioties for this are as follows:
Parking. There is a parking problem on several locations around the High Street in Woburn Sands. 

Speeding. Motorists exceeding speed limit on several roads, particularly around the High Street, Watling Street, Little Brickhill, Station Road and Newport Road. 

Traffic and congestion through the area is light. The main cause has been faults with the Woburn Sands crossing barrier.
At the moment our NAG is low on members so we would appriciate anybody who wishes to help make a difference to our community & get involved contact me or come along to one of our meetings. We meet on the last Tuesday of every month at 7.00pm in the Woburn Sands police office.
One of the the intiatives we are in the process of setting up is the community speed watch which is an intiative where vlounteers from the local community use a speed detection device & note speeds & registration numbers of offending vehicles. These details are then placed on a database & an advice letter is sent out to the registed keeper of that vehicle. If the same vehicle is cought on the system three times then a prosecution will take place. We already have a number of volunteers for the area but if anybody else wishes to get involved again please contact me on the deatails below.
If you have an issues youn wish to disuss with me you can either contact me on the details listed below or attend one of the have your say meetings which are held once a month around the villages normally with the mobile police office at the following locations
Thursday 9th September 6.30pm To 7.30pm Bow Brickhill Pavilion

Monday 18th October 6.30pm to 7.30pm Wavendon Community Centre

Tuesday 30th November 6.00pm to 7.00pm Woburn Sands Police office

Monday 6th December 6.30pm to 7.30pm Little Brickhill Village hall

You can either contact me by e-mail on stuart.folwell@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
Or leave a message for me on 08458 505 505

Warning to motorcycle owners – Milton Keynes

During May, there have been eight separate reports of this type of theft and in the majority of cases, the bikes have been taken from outside the front of homes.

 Make sure that you lock it to something secure and if you are going away either find somewhere safe to store it, or ask a friend to keep an eye on it for you.

 “Please consider the crime prevention advice below to make sure that your motorbike is safe against theft and damage. About 50 per cent of people do not lock their bike correctly.”

 ·                     Apply forensic and security marking to body panels, seats and engine parts.

·                     Invest in an electronic tagging system, such as Datatag or use a paint-on application such as Alphadot or Microdot. These are reasonably priced and recognised by most motorcycle insurance companies.

·                     Keep your motorcycle in a garage, if possible. Fit a ground anchor. Alarm the garage. Secure the garage doors/shutters with strong locks. Secure any side door.

·                     At home, keep bike keys out of sight.

·                     Always put the steering lock on, and fit a brake disc lock.

·                     Always lock your bike, never leave it unattended and unsecured.

·                     Secure your bike to a fixed object with a u-lock or heavy duty chain, ideally a Sold Secure approved product.

·                     If possible, use custom-built motorbike/scooter parking spaces in busy areas.

·                     Get a bike alarm or immobiliser fitted – preferably a professionally fitted Thatcham or Sold Secure approved product.

·                     Cover your bike. Avoid leaving bike equipment on or around the bike.

·                     Be extra vigilant if you advertise the bike for sale.

·                     Be aware of your surroundings and of anyone following you.

·                     If you buy a new bike, don’t leave it out for even one night until it is fully marked and secured.

 If you require any further advice please contact the Crime Reduction Department at Milton Keynes police station via the 24-hour Police Enquiry Centre on 0845 8 505 or visit http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/crprev/crprev-auto.htm
From Cllr David Hopkins

Broadband for Woburn Sands & Wavendon
Join our campaign for Fast Broadband enablement of the Woburn Sands Exchange by lobbying BT to include Woburn Sands in its upgrade plans
Email: casey.balkham@openreach.co.uk
.. or go to the web site below and register your interest and demand the upgrade.

Casey Balkham
Head of Regional Public Policy and Engagement
Public Affairs Team | Openreach 
Mobile: 07918 055957                           
Web: www.openreach.co.uk
Cllr David Hopkins
The South East Strategic Development Area

I thought it worth updating you on the changes to the local Core Strategy which will, in effect, remove the so called South East Strategic Development Area (SE SDA) which, until the coalition government revoked the Regional Spatial Strategies on July 6th 2010. Threatened Woburn Sands and Wavendon (and Aspley Guise) with up to 10,400 additional dwellings.  

Following my motion to MK Council on 8th June and my subsequent agreed motions at the Local Development Framework (ldf) Panel there have been substantial changes to the Core Strategy, removing both the South East and South West SDA’s (the SW SDA was actually all in Aylesbury Vale but has still been removed from the MK Strategy). Housing figures have been dramatically reduced to reflect an organic growth approach, although there are still approximately 30,000 (yes 30,000) permissions or assumptions for permission in place – plus areas of so called Strategic reserve to follow. To place this in context the whole Borough of MK today has about 100,000 dwellings, so a growth of about one third is still in the pipeline – I doubt if there is anywhere else in the UK that can make such a claim. MK is very much ‘Open for Business’ for many, many years to come - without disrupting the lives of those who value the environment in which we live today. No one can claim that Woburn Sands itself has not contributed. The Parklands (Nampak site) when eventually completed will represent something like a 50% growth in the number of dwellings in the town.

Keep up to date on the development of the Core Strategy by going to;
www.mkweb.co.uk/wavendon
David Hopkins
