St.Mary's Church, Wavendon

Rector:  The Revd.David Lunn, The Rectory, Walton Road, Wavendon.  (MK 582839)

Sunday Services: 

1st Sunday in the month
8.00am
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)




9.45am
Family Service 

2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays
9.45am
Communion Service 







(with Sunday School in Wavendon School)

3rd Sunday


9.45am
All Age Together Communion Service

Other Regular Services

Monday
9.15am
Revive – an informal service of Worship and Prayer. 
Fuller details of church events are posted on the notice boards in the church porch.

St Mary's Church is a member of Churches Together in Walton, a Local Ecumenical Partnership of: the Church of England, the Baptist Union, The Methodist Church, The Roman Catholic Church and the United Reformed Church. All Saints Church, Milton Keynes Village, and the Church of Christ the King, Kents Hill, are also part of this partnership.

The Ministers work as an ecumenical team and enquiries concerning Marriages, Baptism, Funerals and other matters should be directed to the Rector in the first instance.

St Mary’s Sunday Morning Children’s Group

On the fourth and fifth Sundays our Church Youngsters Group will meet in Church at the beginning of the service and then move over to the School after the Bible readings. On the second Sunday the children will meet with the group leaders in school which will be open from 9.30am and they will come over to Church after the service has finished.  This will give them more time to have their own music and prepare contributions to the services when all ages are together on the first and third Sundays.

St Mary's Churchyard, Wavendon
For Health & Safety reasons it is advised that there will no longer be an area where rubbish can be left in the churchyard. PLEASE TAKE YOUR RUBBISH, DEAD FLOWERS, WREATHS, WIRE HOLDERS GLASS AND METAL HOLDERS HOME TO DISPOSE OF.

You will appreciate that beside the obvious dangers of leaving such refuse which an unpaid volunteer has to manually remove, there is also the unhappy result of the pile of plastic wrappings and dead vegetation being on view to funeral processions on their way into the graveyard and the daily visitors to their relatives and friends graves.

We are sure you will appreciate the reasons for this request and will help in this way to keep our churchyard safe and pleasant. Many thanks. 

From the Churchwarden - Ray Holmwood 

Mothers' Union

The meetings of the Wavendon Branch of the Mothers’ Union normally take place at 7.30pm on the second Thursday of each month and are held in the Church of Christ the King, Kents Hill. Visitors are always welcome to our meetings.
The next meeting will be the Annual Advent Service held on December 9th
Information about meetings will be posted on the notice boards in the church porch. Our Branch Leader is Jean Buckles (tel:  528322) from whom further information may be obtained besides that poster on the notice board in the Church porch.

Canzonetta Singers in Concert

A Christmas Concert 
performed by the Canzonetta Singers 

On Thursday 16th December at 8pm in St Mary's Church, Wavendon,

in aid of  Church Funds. 
Do come and join us for a splendid evening of live music including:

Carols for Choir

Carols for Congregation

 And a performance of Geoffrey Bush’s Christmas Cantata.
With Seasonal Readings

Tickets £5 on the door or in advance ring Rev David Lunn on 01908 582839 

or Colin Baxter on 01908 200612.
Breakfasts at Frosts Garden Centre, Woburn Sands.
For over four years now there has been a monthly Ladies’ Breakfast meeting held in the restaurant at Frosts Garden Centre. This is an opportunity to chat together over an enjoyable cooked breakfast (tastes better when somebody else cooks it!) and listen to a Christian speaker. The men’s breakfast has now been running for over two years again with a Christian or occasionally a secular speaker. These events are held on a Saturday morning, once a month, from 8.45 to 10.30 and the cost is £5.50 per person. If you would like to come along please contact one of the people below to book your ticket. Watch out for further information on the notice boards of the local WCP churches. Both breakfast meetings are organized by two small teams from Christ the King Church at Kents Hill, Milton Keynes. 
For details of forthcoming Breakfasts contact Sheila on 01908 502859 about the Ladies’ Breakfasts and Jim on 01908 583922 or Matt on 01908 282423 about the Men’s Breakfasts.
 
The Future of the Church
Some of our readers may know that a huge change has been taking place within the Church of England. I do not refer to the ordination of women Bishops or any other headline grabbing issue. It is the change in how the money is raised to pay the clergy. As relative values have shifted away from agriculture to industry to commerce, as pensions have been introduced and have become an expectation, it has not been possible for the original endowments of the Church of England to keep pace and now they are focussed on providing pensions for retired clergy and lay workers. The pension problems that are affecting so many people have affected the Church as well so that the current scheme will close at the end of this year and a new less generous scheme will be introduced under which a clergy person will not be able to draw the pension until he/she is 68 years old.
In order to deal with all these problems the Diocese of Oxford has indicated to parishes that by 2018 they will be expected to contribute the full cost of their clergy. For our parish that is a tall order as we have two full-time Church of England clergy and that means at current values a contribution of over £104,000. The actual direct pay is about 45% of that, the rest being housing and pension and some central costs of the diocese.

For some time the congregations in our parish have been considering the affordability of this diocesan strategy and have, reluctantly, decided they cannot realistically afford to maintain the present staffing level. They have agreed that when the present Rector retires the number of Church of England Clergy supported by the parish will be reduced to one. This will, of course, affect the life of the Church in the community, but the congregations are increasingly moving to a position where they are not dependent on paid clergy to run their day to day life and there is a far greater recognition these days that to be a Christian is to be involved in the mission and ministry of the Christian Church. So we look forward to a time when the gifts and talents of all Christians are recognised and used and not just those of the paid clergy.
Flowers in Church

Floral arrangements are a regular feature of the decoration of St Mary’s Church except in the slightly more sombre seasons of Lent and Advent. In the course of the year a number of people either arrange the flowers in church or donate the money to buy the flowers for a particular Sunday in memory of a loved one who has passed away, be it recently or some time ago. It may be that others would like to do this. If you would please contact either the Rector (tel: 582839) or Elizabeth Prockter (tel: 366968).

Wavendon Friendship Club
As a senior citizen would you like another afternoon out? The Friendship Club has been meeting for many, many years in Wavendon Community Centre (opposite St Mary’s Church). 

It is an informal time – join in a board game or game of cards, or relax as we are entertained by the local children or listen to occasional guest speakers, and of course there is an opportunity to chat over a cup of tea and a cake.

We meet alternate Tuesdays from 2-4pm. 

Do come and join us if you can, we would love to meet you.

For more information please contact Anne Atkinson (tel. 586876).

Christmas Services

A full list of the Christmas Services to be held in St Mary’s Church can be found on a separate page in this magazine. The pattern of services is as it has been for the past years but with a new addition. For a number of years Wavendon School has held a Toy Service in St Mary's Church just before Christmas. This year our special Service will be held on Monday December 13th at 2pm, but with a difference. We are inviting anyone in the local community who would like to bring the gift of a toy to join us at this service in Church that afternoon. The toys will be given to a Women's refuge for needy mums and children. Your gift should be wrapped as a present with a label saying whether it is for a boy or girl and a suitable age. Our service will be lead by the children so we invite you to join with us in worship and giving.

A further important Service often related to Christmas is the Christingle Service. Readers may remember that we have held this service in conjunction with Wavendon School in January as an Epiphany-tide service with its focus on Jesus as the “Light of the World”. We are planning the same again next year, and so there will be 

a Christingle Service
held jointly with Wavendon School in St Mary’s Church 

on Sunday, January 9th at 9.45am.

We welcome all members of the local community to join with us for that occasion. 













