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UK’s first large-scale, hi-tech housing development announces BT technology

partner

National  regeneration  agency  English  Partnerships,  with lead developer

Crest  Nicholson/Hyde  Group, today (30 June) announced BT as the preferred

technology  partner  for  Oakgrove Millennium Community in what will be the

UK’s   first,  large-scale,  ICT  (Information  Communications  Technology)

enabled development.

Intelligent  buildings and wireless technology will be integral to Oakgrove

Millennium  Community  in Milton Keynes. The first homes at the development

could be available as soon as 2007. Ambitious plans propose that residents,

schools,  and businesses, are connected to state-of-the-art technology, via

a fibre optic infrastructure.

Stephen  Hill,  Head  of  the  Millennium  Communities Programme at English

Partnerships,  said,  “High  levels of interest from the house-building and

technology  sectors  indicate  a  real  passion  for the possibilities that

Oakgrove  Millennium  Community  could  open  up for the UK housing market.

English  Partnerships  is  supporting  exactly  the  type of groundbreaking

research and development, with our private and public sector partners, that

will   transform   our   thinking  about  the  development  of  sustainable

communities of the future.”

Jeremy  Stafford, managing director of BT government, said, “I am delighted

that BT has been chosen by English Partnerships as its preferred technology

partner and that we can help the residents of Oakgrove Millennium Community

make  best use out of the latest technologies. Its citizens will be able to

enjoy  all  the  convenience  that  modern  technology can harness, and the

community will act as an exemplar for further developments. We plan to work

closely  with  residents  to  introduce  enhancements  to keep pace with an

ever-changing  market.  Oakgrove  will be a fun place to live with a strong

identity              enhanced             through             technology”.

English  Partnerships  and lead developer Crest Nicholson will work with BT

and project partners at Milton Keynes Council and the South East of England

Development  Agency  to  raise  the level of technology choice available to

consumers  and  businesses.  The 158-acre (64ha) community will pioneer new

ways  of building and planning to support up to 2,000 homes with a hi-tech,

interactive, lifestyle.

Oakgrove  Millennium  Community  is  located on the eastern flank of Milton

Keynes,  one  of  seven developments in the national Millennium Communities

Programme.  This  initiative  aims  to bring together new ways of planning,

designing  and  constructing  homes  to  enable  a  more sustainable way of

living. The development is a joint venture with Crest Nicholson, which will

be  responsible for master planning, designing and constructing 50 per cent

of  the  site.  The  remainder will be sold in parcels to a number of other

developers,  to  help  ensure a broad diversity of homes and an opportunity

for companies to contribute to, and learn from, involvement in a Millennium

Community initiative.

A  new  primary school for Oakgrove Millennium Community opened in 2004 and

the  first  secondary  school  in  England  built to the BREEAM ‘Excellent’

Standard  is  currently  under  construction. 30 per cent of properties are

earmarked as affordable housing and housing association Hyde are already on

board. Work is expected to start on site in 2006.

Consultation  on  proposals for Oakgrove Millennium Community is undertaken

with  a steering group. It comprises representatives of the local community

and  local  authority,  as  well  as  the other partners on the project. In

future,  a  body  of local people and partners will be created to undertake

the longer-term  management  of the development and help foster a sense of

inclusion and community.
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The vision for Oakgrove Millennium Community opens up opportunities for:

Pioneering ICT infrastructure

· Using Fibre Optic to homes; pioneering new ways of delivering high speed

data and entertainment services

· A 10 megabyte per second connection available for each home, school and

business (up to 20 times faster than the average Broadband connection of

512Kbs, and 180 times faster than a standards dial-up connection)

Smart home technologies

· Household alarms programmed by remote activation using mobile phones

· Wireless technology enabling residents to log on, put the heating up and

draw the curtains at home – before they leave the office

· Access to real time streaming of radio and TV programmes from all over

the world, via the Internet

· Wide technology choices for people in rented accommodation and affordable

housing, as well as for private homes and businesses. Free local telephone

calls, with no line rental, and pioneering the use of Voice over IP

technology

Ground-breaking community services

· Special applications of ICT for elderly and vulnerable residents, such as

panic alarms linked to the homes of pre-selected neighbours and friends, as

well as the local doctor’s surgery, or the  police station

· Local community centres tooled-up to transmit live sports and community

events across the neighbourhood. Video-streaming to local homes,

live-timing web applications publishing match scores, whiteboards and

hi-end projectors

· Online access to any trouble spot CCTV cameras for police, but also

potentially for a hi-tech neighbourhood watch style scheme

· Access to the local network from public spaces via wireless technology

· A community Intranet hosting a range of information for a wide range of

people, driven by the needs of local people themselves – contact details

for key local services, planning documents affecting the area, learning

resources, community news information on leisure facilities, business

services, schools, health centres and direct email links to parish and

local authority councillors.

The Millennium Communities Programme

The Programme was initiated in 1997, with the launch of the design

competition for the Greenwich Millennium Village. A range of different

types of site has been chosen to demonstrate that energy efficient,

environmentally responsible development is achievable, regardless of

geographic location. The sites are at Greenwich, south London; Allerton

Bywater, near Leeds; New Islington, East Manchester; South Lynn, King’s

Lynn; East Ketley, in Telford; Oakgrove, Milton Keynes and Hastings, East

Susse. One of the main objectives of the Programme is to influence the

house building industry and to encourage higher standards of innovation and

energy efficiency. It also aims to deliver 6,000 homes by 2010, and 9,000

in total.

English Partnerships

Is  the  government’s national regeneration agency delivering high quality,

sustainable  growth  in  England. We do this by developing our portfolio of

strategic  sites and acting as the government’s advisor on Brownfield land.

We  also ensure that surplus public sector assets are used to support wider

regeneration  objectives,  especially  those  contained  in the Sustainable

Communities  Plan.  English  Partnerships  helps  create  communities where

people  can  afford  to  live and want to live. Information on projects and

programmes can be found at www.englishpartnerships.co.uk

Crest Nicholson

Crest  Nicholson  was  appointed  the lead developer for Oakgrove in Autumn

2004.  Crest  Nicholson  is  a leading developer of sustainable communities

whose  mission  s  to meet customers’ expectations through the provision of

environmentally  sensitive  and well-built developments. It is dedicated to

excellence  in design and construction, to providing high quality locations

and to customer service. www.crestnicholson.com

BT

BT  is  one  of  the  world’s leading providers of communications solutions

serving  customers in Europe, the Americas and Asia Pacific.  Its principal

activities include networked IT services, local, national and international

telecommunications   services,  and  higher-value  broadband  and  internet

products and services.

BT consists principally of three lines of business:

· BT Retail, providing a comprehensive range of communications and related

services to more than 20m UK consumers and businesses.

· BT Wholesale, providing network services and solutions within the UK to

more than 600 fixed and mobile operators and service providers including

the provision of broadband and private circuits.

· BT Global Services, providing networked IT services to meet the needs of

multi-site organisations globally.  BT Global Services operates in more

than 130 countries and also offers international carrier services.

In  the  year  ended 31 March 2005, BT Group’s turnover was £18,623 million

with profit before goodwill amortisation, exceptional items and taxation of

£2,085 million. BT Group plc is listed on stock exchanges in London and New

York.  British  Telecommunications plc (BT) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of

BT  Group  and  encompasses  virtually  all businesses and assets of the BT

Group. For more information, visit www.bt.com/aboutbt

