Match Report

Abingdon Vale v MK Park
Saturday 5th July 2008

Cherwell League Division 2
CLARK’S THE STAR FOR PARK

Milton Keynes Park’s James Clark was the hero with the bat as Park recorded a sumptuous two wicket victory away at Abingdon Vale.

Clark, a major performer with the ball in the early part of Park’s season, showed his underestimated ability with the bat as his 45no from 56 balls at the end of the innings took Park up to second in the table.

Park skipper Graham Simpson won  his eighth toss out of nine and had no hesitation in inserting Abingdon.

Abingdon’s Ben Humpage and Martin Chown got the home side off to a good start, seizing on anything Park’s opening attack had to offer them.  Ghufran Mohammed’s 5th over brought Park’s first success with keeper James Ward taking a smart catch down the leg side.

Danny King joined Humpage with the pair adding 25 for the second wicket before Humpage upper cut Mark Roberts with Jude Ramanadanpulle taking a good catch at third man.

King continued to attack with new partner Chris Roderick but with the score on 92, Mark Roberts took the first of his five wickets of the day when King was bowled for 40.

There was controversy when Roderick edged Roberts to Simpson in the slips.  Simpson appeared to take a difficult catch close to the ground which he claimed but, on consultation, the umpires decided that the ball might not have carried and re-instated Roderick.  It was ironic that Simpson then trapped Roderick LBW soon afterwards to leave Vale at 111/4.

111/4 became 129/5 when Simpson (2/15) had Vale skipper Ed Tilley caught and bowled and when Charlie Smook found Ian Smith’s hands at gully off the bowling of Roberts Vale were 129/6.

Vale sensed that their best option was to bat out their full allotment of 52 overs and Danny Hartley was the most successful of Vale’s lower order with 22no as Park’s Mark Roberts took his first five-wicket haul for the club to finish with 5/42.

Park’s reply got off to the perfect start with James Ward hitting some blistering form.  Opening partner Graham Simpson provided the perfect foil as Ward took the attack to Vale.

Ward (58) fell to the left-arm spin of Paul White and Simpson (29) soon followed edging Humpage behind to King to leave Park 91/2.  Park’s Mike Alston was trapped in front without troubling the scorers and when Ian Smith was bowled by Humpage Park were 100/4.

White’s left-arm spin in combination with Humpage’s troublesome medium pace tied up Park’s scoring options and the pressure told when Ghufran Mohammed (16) skied a Humpage delivery.  When Sai Yogeswaran perished to White in the 37th over Park were 114/6 and Mark Grass also fell to White with only one more run added to the total.

At that point, Park would have gratefully accepted the draw but James Sprittles and James Clark had other ideas. The pair added 48 for the eighth wicket in the next ten overs before White found a way though Sprittles (26) defences.

The match was tight but, with Vale bowling their overs so quickly, Park knew they had a chance.  In the search for victory Vale had completed their minimum overs to be bowled with 30 minutes left in the game and it was at that point that Park’s James Clark came to the fore.  Clark despatched Vale’s attack to all parts of the ground, including taking 18 from one of Hartley’s overs as both sides pressed for a result.

But it was Park who would come out on top with three minutes left in the game as Clark lifted White over mid-on for a boundary for a victory with three minutes of the match remaining.

Park visit local rivals Leighton Buzzard on Saturday with only a seven point gap between them and leaders Challow going into the second half of the season.

