Match Report – Banbury 2nds v MK Park

Saturday 19th May 2007

Cherwell League 1

Milton Keynes Park kicked their season off with a five wicket defeat at hosts Banbury, the home team’s Andrew Sabin scoring an unbeaten century to take his side to victory.
The toss looked crucial on a damp wicket and Banbury had little hesitation in inserting the visitors.

Park got off to the worst possible start with skipper Graham Simpson being bowled by Simon Launder without troubling the scorers.

Park were indebted to a 114 run second wicket partnership between the impressive duo of James Sprittles and Stuart Cooper, both batsmen looking comfortable at the wicket with a flurry of flamboyant shots.  Cooper was first to fall for 48 in the 34th over with the impressive Ollie Murray (3/48) finding a way through his defences.

With the platform set, Park were looking towards a score of 220 plus but Murray struck again, trapping Zaheer Khan LBW for 0.

New recruit Tim Chapman joined Sprittles at the wicket with both batsmen looking to punish the bowling at every opportunity.  Sprittles had made a classy 84 before a brilliant piece of fielding from the visitors saw his demise.

Park were still sat pretty at 154/4 in the 41st over but wickets kept tumbling, with only Chapman (33no) seemingly able to penetrate the field.
Park closed on 198/6 and were left to rue what might have been.

In reply the home side seemed to struggle to score on a drying wicket with Sprittles and debutant Mark Roberts bowling tight opening spells.  It was Roberts who made the breakthrough as Pearson was caught in the slips by Khan for 6, the score on 15 at the time.

Sabin and Marshall settled into a partnership before Sprittles executed the latters demise with a superb run out.

Banbury were three down in the 23rd over as Simpson trapped Phillips in front.  A partnership of 60 for the fourth wicket was dominated by Sabin who seemed to be the only Banbury batsman to come to terms with the conditions.  Clark picked up the wicket of White in the 36th over and Simpson picked up Board in the 39th to leave the score on 144/5 and the match was evenly balanced.

Banbury’s skipper Wayne Hazel joined Sabin and immediately the tempo of the home side’s innings changed.  The pair looked to attack anything loose and ran well between the wickets.

Despite Park’s best efforts the pair saw their side home to victory with nine balls to spare.  Park were left to rue conceding over thirty extras but it was Sabin (113no) who was the hero, carrying his bat throughout the innings to steer his side home to victory.
