Match Report

Milton Keynes Park v Banbury Twenty

Saturday 26th May 2007
Cherwell Division 1
In a low scoring game, Milton Keynes Park were victors by 20 runs over Banbury Twenty on Saturday.

Twenty won the toss and inserted Park on a hard but green looking surface which had plenty in it for both batsman and bowler.

Oxfordshire bowler Keith Arnold took the scalp of James Sprittles early on with the score on 10.  Youngster Abs Premnath and the experience of Zaheer Khan (24) added 31 for the second wicket before Mick Thomas found a way through Khan’s defences.

Skipper Graham Simpson joined Premnath at the crease and the pair added 50 in the next ten overs to take Park to 91/2 at the halfway stage.

The introduction of the off-spin of Steve Partington changed the tone of Park’s innings, Premnath being trapped LBW for a well made 26.

Stuart Cooper perished early to a fine piece of fielding from Hawkins at backward point, Park now 92/4.
Partington (5/19) continued to dominate Park’s batsmen with James Ward being stumped for 6 and with the returning Arnold trapping Tim Chapman in front, Park now sat at 114/6.

Simpson (47) was next to fall, caught in the deep by Harrison and with Lee Taylor and Kieron Sear not troubling the scorers Park now sat at 123/9 in the 42nd over.

The final pair of James Clark and Mark Roberts added an important 23 runs for the final wicket, Park eventually dismissed for 146 in the 47th over.

A blistering opening spell from Mark Roberts had Banbury at 11/2, firstly trapping Partington in front and then clean-bowling John Wright.

The classy looking Richard Hawkins and Mark Haupt added 24 for the third wicket before Roberts picked up the latter LBW.  Hawkins (18) was next on Roberts hit-list with Twenty’s batsman beaten for pace as Roberts (4/61) changed his line of attack to around the wicket to the left hander.

The dangerous looking Tim Pearce and Neil Harrison added 32 for the fifth wicket before Graham Simpson combined with wicket keeper Ward to dismiss Harrison, the score now 81/5 and the game in the balance.

Pearce (38) was in full attack mode but a superb piece of fielding from James Sprittles ended Pearce’s day with a direct hit.

Simpson then took over the mantle from Roberts, firstly bowling Twenty skipper David Clarke then trapping Thomas in front for 12.  Simpson combined with Ward for the second time to get rid of Goodway and Twenty were still 25 runs short of victory with their final pair at the wicket.  Simpson cleaned up last man Matt Connor three overs later to finish with figures of 5/29, Twenty capitulating to 126 all out.  

