Match Report

Banbury XX v Milton Keynes Park

Cherwell Division 1

Saturday 28th July 2007

Milton Keynes Park wretched form with the bat continued with Banbury Twenty dealing them a 49 run defeat on Saturday.
Banbury chose to bat on a wet looking track and despite the early dismissal of Barry Grant for 5 who was LBW to James Sprittles, skipper John Wright (46) and partner Mark Haupt (56) put together a second wicket partnership of 67 with Park skipper Graham Simpson rueing the fact that he put Wright when on nought to a sharp chance at short mid-wicket.  Wright was Mike Alston’s first of six wickets for the day for the off-spinner, trapping him LBW while on the sweep.
The classy Richard Hawkins looked in good touch as he and Haupt added 39 for the third wicket before Simpson gobbled a sharp catch at cover with James Clark claiming the wicket of Hawkins.
Aussie Andrew Grubich joined Haupt with the two looking to push the score on before Alston combined with wicket keeper James Ward to dismiss Haupt.  With the score on 156 Grubich fell to Alston and Banbury sat at 156/5 in the 43rd over.

From then on Park dominated Banbury’s lower order as the returning James Sprittles made light work of the tail, Banbury folding to 171 all out in the 48th over with Sprittles finishing with 3/38 and Alston returning superb figures of 6/53 from his seventeen overs.

Park’s reply got off to a good start with Lee Taylor lifting Oxfordshire bowler Keith Arnold back over his head for a maximum but with the score on 24, Mick Thomas cleaned up fellow opener James Ward.  In form James Sprittles shouldered arms to Thomas two balls later, only to see the ball career into his stumps.

Taylor and Simpson added 21 for the third wicket before Arnold got his revenge, trapping Taylor in front for 20.

The introduction of Grubich to the attack swung the game in Banbury’s favour, firstly trapping Alston LBW then bowling Ed Fontaine to leave Park on 66/5.  Tim Chapman added 27 for the third wicket with Simpson (28) before Grubich took advantage of the uneven bounce in the wicket to find a way through Simpson’s defences.  James Clark, Abs Premnath and Mark Roberts all perished to Grubich (6/24) without troubling the scorers and the returning Keith Arnold took the final wicket of Raza Ifthikar as Park folded to 122 all out with Tim Chapman not out on 28.

On Sunday Park travelled to Home Counties Division 2 side Beaconsfield hoping for an upset in the Bucks Cup.  Park inserted Beaconsfield with the home team scoring 189/6 from their 45 overs, an innings dominated by an excellent unbeaten century from Lee Walker with Ed Packard claiming 2/41 for Park.  In reply, Park were going well at 75/2 but a batting collapse saw them fall short to 137 all out, Graham Simpson top scoring with 43 with James Sprittles in support scoring 26.
