Match Report – Bicester v MK Park (Friendly)

Saturday 5th May 2007

From a seemingly guaranteed victory, Milton Keynes Park survived with a tied game with this season’s fellow Cherwell League contenders Bicester and North Oxford.

Put into bat, Park rattled up 230/8 from their 50 overs with James Ward (58) and Paddy Rathbone (44no) dominating the Park innings.

Park lost Abhinav Premnath in the seventh over for 12 with the total on 24 and skipper Graham Simpson perished to a run out for 10 with the total on 50.  Ed Fontaine (30) looked assured at the crease before Wade found his outside edge with Bicester skipper Woods taking a well judged slip catch.
70/3 soon became 80/4 as Zaheer Khan was caught brilliantly down the leg side by keeper Warson off the bowling of Fitzsimmons.

Consolidation came from a 41 run partnership between Tim Chapman (26) and James Ward before Chapman fell to the off-spin of Watkins.

The significant partnership of the innings came from Ward and Paddy Rathbone, the pair adding 77 for the sixth wicket in 17 overs before Ward was stumped, the score now on 198.
Stuart Cooper fell quickly, trying to push the score on, but James Clark (11) and Mark Roberts supported Rathbone to the conclusion of the innings as Park finished on 230/8.

In reply, both Mark Roberts and Graham Simpson extracted good bounce and movement with the new ball as Bicester managed only 14 runs from their first 10 overs, both bowlers beating the outside edge regularly but without reward.

Simpson struck in the 14th over, clean bowling Woodbridge for 9.  James Clark’s medium pace and Tim Chapman’s off-spin took over Park’s attack and both settled early into a good line and length.  With the pressure building opener White found the waiting hands of Premnath at mid-off as Clark took the first of his three wickets for the day.

A sense of urgency found its way into the Bicester innings as Watkins and Fitzsimmons started to motor along the home side’s score.  The pair added 47 for the third wicket before Watkins (45) was bowled by Stuart Cooper.  With Bicester continuing to push Wade fell for 10 to Chapman, the score now 118/4 in the 36th over.
An excellent partnership of 57 in seven overs brought Bicester into the game before Fiztsimmons (45) fell caught and bowled to Clark.

Needing 54 from the last seven overs Bicester sensed victory and Talsania (52no) and Wade (25) took them to 222 in the 49th over before Clark combined with Simpson to claim the wicket of Wade.

In a tense final over with Bicester needing six to win, Simpson started the over with two dot balls.  Talsania and Woods scrambled a single off the third ball and another dot followed with the fourth.  With five to win from two balls, the pair managed two from the fifth ball.  The final delivery saw Woods connect well, the ball hit to Dave Warwick at long-on.  Warwick returned the ball with two runs having already being made, but, in the process of going for the third, the ball made contact with Woods who deflected it onto the stumps.  Confusion followed as Woods and Talsania completed the third run for victory but umpires Evans and Dowdle, after much deliberation, decided that Woods had been run out as a result of the ball deflecting onto the stumps while out of his ground and the scores were tied.
Park kick off their league campaign at home to Oxford Downs on Saturday, start time 1pm.
