Match Report

Bicester v Milton Keynes Park
Saturday 2nd June 2007
Cherwell Division 1
For the second week running Milton Keynes Park were involved in a low scoring nail-biter but on this occasion Park were to come off second best.

From a seemingly impossible situation that saw Park at 29/5 after 17 overs, the visitors dug deep to bat their 50 overs and squeeze out a competitive total of 137/9.

Park were indebted to all rounders James Clark and Mark Roberts who both crashed 24 not out at the end of the innings to give them a fighting chance after Graham Simpson (15) and Tim Chapman (22) had added a patient partnership of 41 for the sixth wicket. Clark and Roberts added an unbroken stand of 50 in the last seven overs to leave their fellow batsmen wondering what all the fuss was about.
For Bicester, overseas Indian star Doddapaneni starred with the ball taking 3/20 from his 16 overs with a mixture of seam movement and late swing on a wicket that had plenty of help in it for the bowlers.  He was backed up by fellow opening bowler Simon West who took 2/26 from his thirteen over stint and the off-spin of Paul Jeacock who returned 2/36.
In reply it seemed that Bicester skipper Darryl Woods thought that the best form of defence was attack as Bicester blasted their way to 45 in the first ten overs.  The normally hostile Mark Roberts was forced out of the attack with a knee injury after three overs and skipper Simpson found the going tough with twelve being taken off his first two.

The breakthrough came from James Sprittles who had Talsania trapped in front for 11 but Bicester made Park wait until the score was on 77 in the 20th over before Sprittles struck again, combining with wicketkeeper James Ward who took a superb catch low to the ground.

The accuracy and variation of James Clark accounted for Watkins and with Sprittles trapping Woods in front for a well made 44, Park were in the hunt  with the home side on 84/4.  84/5 became 96/5 when Ward combined with Clark (2/44) to dismiss Ian Bryan and with Tim Chapman executing the run out of Warson and Sprittles picking up his fourth wicket having Savin caught by Clark in the slips, Bicester were 115/7 in the 40th over.
Bicester’s overseas star Doddapaneni added a quick fire 14 to take his side to within two runs of victory and despite a Herculean effort from Sprittles, who retuned superb figures of 4/46 from 23 unchanged overs, Bicester squeezed home by two wickets with 15 balls remaining.

Park entertain Cumnor at Manor Fields this Saturday, 1pm start.

