Match Report

MK Park v Bicester

Saturday 4th August 2007

Cherwell League Division 1

Too often this year, Milton Keynes Park have made excellent starts to matches, only to wither away into submission into the hands of their opponents and Saturday’s game with Bicester was no exception.

Electing to bat, opening partners James Sprittles (20) and Lee Taylor (18) looked at ease in the sunshine at Manor Fields against Bicester’s opening attack as the pair scored at four an over in the first ten overs.

With the score on 45, first change bowler Krish Talsania found a way through Sprittles’ defences and two overs later Taylor’s demise came in the same way.  Park quickly lost the wickets of Stuart Cooper and Tim Chapman and the total stood at 48/4.

There was some brief respite as Mike Alston looked to steady the ship in conjunction with skipper Graham Simpson but, with the score on 55, Stephen West trapped Alston LBW.

From then on Park were up against it as wickets fell regularly to the off-spin of Ian Bryan (4/16) with only Simpson showing any real application.  The returning Talsania (3/6) took the final wicket of Rob Manners as Park folded to 104 all out with Simpson left high and dry on 31 not out.

In reply Bicester looked to get on with things and despite the early wicket of Bicester skipper Darryl Woods, who was LBW to Simpson, the away team were 40/1 after ten overs.  Mike Alston brought some control to proceedings with his left arm spin with debutante Graham Sear bowling tidily at the other end.

Alston took the wicket of Stephen West for 47 with the total on 79 and had Talsania caught behind by James Ward for 24.  But Bicester easily overhauled their target in the 34th over to condemn Park to a seven wicket defeat.

Park have five games to rescue themselves, starting with an away trip to Cumnor on Saturday.

