Match Reports
Challow & Childrey v MK Park
Saturday 16th August 2008

Cherwell League Division 2

Gerrards Cross v MK Park

Sunday 17th August

Bucks Cup Quarter Final

Cherwell League Div 2

Milton Keynes Park slipped to second in the table after a closely fought draw at third placed Challow and Childrey.

Put into bat, Challow were indebted to skipper Nick Meadows whose 67 built the foundations of the home team’s innings.

At one stage Challow were reeling on 122/8 but a significant unbroken stand of 56 between Alex Lynch (41no) and Lee Stevens (22no) pushed the home team’s total to 178/8 from their allotment of 52 overs.

For Park, Ghufran Mohammed picked up yet another 5 wicket haul, returning 5/59 and he was backed up by the impressive James Sprittles who took 3/55.

Things could have been so much the better for Park but a host of dropped chances and an indifferent display in the field was to prove costly.

Park’s reply got off to a steady start with James Ward and Graham Simpson looking to lay the foundations of the innings.  The total was on 21 when Ollie Dimbylow bowled Ward.

Challow’s spinners strangled the scoring rate and picked up wickets at regular intervals to keep Park in check.  Simpson remained resilient in the hope that the lower order could play around him but only Ghufran Mohammed (19) and Tim Chapman (13) provided any real support.

With time and overs running out Simpson (76) eventually perished to Phillips (4/47) at deep mid-wicket and despite a quick fire 18 from Alex Kilbey, Park’s innings finished on 163/7 and the match was drawn.

Park slipped to second in the table on the back of this result, one point behind leaders Dinton with improving Abingdon Vale and Challow hot on their tails.  With three game to go four teams are fighting for the two promotion spots.

Bucks Cup Quarter Final

On Sunday Park recorded a tense two wicket win in their Bucks Cup quarter final against Home Counties Premier League outfit Gerrards Cross.

Cross, electing to bat, posted 186/7 from their 45 overs with Hales scoring 48, backed up by 34 from opened Shahid and 33 from Newell.

Park’s stars with the ball were James Sprittles who returned 3/31 and Nick Packard (2/31) as well as James Clark whose nine overs cost just twenty one runs.

Despite the early loss of Ken Hollis, Park were always in the hunt with James Ward making 41 and Sprittles following up his bowling performance with 37.

A middle order wobble saw Park still needing 27 to win with five overs and two wickets remaining.  But some lusty hitting from Nick Packard (35no) ensured a tense finale and with one over remaining Park were two runs away from victory.  Celebrations followed as Park’s Andrew Cave stroked the second ball of the final over through mid-wicket to take Park into the semi-finals, with the match against Beaconsfield to take place on Park’s home turf on Sunday 31st August.

