Match Report

Cumnor v MK Park

Cherwell Cricket League Division 1

Saturday 11th August 2007

It was a case of so near but yet so far for Milton Keynes Park when they travelled to Cumnor on Saturday.

Despite putting up an almighty fight, Park eventually went down by two wickets but the spirit and determination shown by the team should give them hope for their remaining four games this season.

Electing to bat on what is usually a heavy-scoring ground, Park found runs hard to come by with the usually excellent Cumnor track proving difficult to time the ball on.  Park lost James Sprittles early on with a delivery that dug in on the track and ballooned to Ali Morteza at gully from the bowling of Ayaz Kahn.  Fellow opener James Ward perished to Khan with the Cumnor paceman finding a way through his defences and Park were in trouble at 18/2.

Skipper Graham Simpson and Mike Alston dug deep to add 41 for the third wicket before the first of several contentious umpiring decisions for the day saw Alston adjudged LBW to the off-spin of Matt Nielsen for 17.

Simpson found another ally in Tim Chapman with the pair adding a cautious 56 for the fourth wicket and Park were set up for a ten over assault at the end of the innings.

Disaster struck though when a mix-up saw Chapman run out for 22 and Mark Roberts was dismissed with only a single to his name.  Simpson (61) then perished to a run out as he took a risky second run and Park were now 118/5.  The tail failed to wag to any extent with only Graham Sear (11) getting to double figures as Nielsen (3/56) and Morteza (3/40) took the remaining wickets to finish Park’s innings on 146 all out.

Park attacked Cumnor hard in the reply with Mark Roberts picking up James Nielsen who was caught by Tim Chapman at short leg.  Kiwi Andy Robertson fell to the off-spin of Mike Alston with James Ward taking a smart catch down the leg-side, Cumnor now 30/2.  Morteza immediately went on the attack with but perished for 15, bowled by Graham Sear.

Matt Nielsen was adjudged short of his ground with only seven to his name and Cumnor were 73/5.  In between, Graham Scott was lucky to evade being given out when the Cumnor batsman popped one up to short leg but soon after Scott (26) was back in the pavilion with Sear (2/31) trapping him LBW and at 73/5 Park were in the hunt.

Cumnor’s skipper Dan Gaunt survived a caught behind appeal to add 24 for the sixth wicket with Mark Kirsten before James Sprittles found a way through his defences.  With Chris Thomas perishing LBW to Sprittles (2/37) Cumnor now sat at 101/7.

Try as they might Park could find no way through the eighth wicket pairing of Kirsten and Chris Lawrence with the pair playing superbly under enormous pressure.  The breakthrough eventually came from the returning Mark Roberts (2/26) as Kirsten was caught at mid-on by Sprittles with Cumnor only four runs short of their target.

Ayaz Khan took his side to victory with a maximum over mid-wicket and it was a case of what might have been for Park as the home side were victors by two wickets.

Park should take confidence going into their local derby with Buckingham at Manor Fields this weekend. 
