Match Report

Dinton v Milton Keynes Park

Cherwell Division 1

Saturday 7th July 2007

Milton Keynes Park were involved in another low scoring affair away at Dinton on Saturday and managed to again emerge with a victory.
Electing to bat Dinton were shot out for just 89 in 34 overs with seam duo James Sprittles (4/43) and James Clark (3/32) doing the damage.  Left-arm spinner Mike Alston chipped in with 3/3 from his four overs as Dinton seemingly had no answer to Park’s attack.

On a wicket that was seaming, which made scoring difficult, only youngster Ashley Smith (40) had any answer for Park’s attack with fellow opener Rob King bowled by Sprittles for 5.  Dinton’s Tim Brooker and Jonny Patel then fell in successive balls to the accuracy of James Clark, both failing to trouble the scorers.  Neil Spicer perished to a catch at mid-off and Mark Ludlow was bowled by Sprittles with Dinton at 48/5.
Darren Risden was given an early reprieve when dropped in the covers but Mike Alston’s off-spin proved too much for him when he was bowled though the gate.  Nathan Brooks and Kelvin Ripley fell to Alston and Sprittles respectively without scoring and Alston wrapped up the Dinton innings, combining with wicket keeper James Ward to have Scott Bowler stumped.

Set a target of 90 for victory Park’s opening pair of James Ward and Abs Premnath put on 18 for the first wicket before Premnath fell to the left-arm spin of Dinton’s Rodney Browne.  Ward followed almost immediately as the pacy Mark Ludlow found a way thorough his defences.  

Sprittles and skipper Graham Simpson added 19 for the third wicket before Sprittles was adjudged LBW to Ludlow for 11.

Park then began to wobble as both Lee Taylor and James Clark were bowled by Ludlow without troubling the scorers and at 37/5 the game was in the balance.

Simpson was joined at the wicket by Mike Alston with the pair batting cautiously as Dinton frittered away runs by conceding extras.  Simpson took 28 balls to get off the mark but the Park pairing added a vital 37 for the sixth wicket before Alston was clean-bowled shouldering arms to Ludlow.

Park’s Jude Ramanadanpulle became Ludlow’s fourth victim the very next ball with 16 still needed for victory, Park now 74/7.

Chris Ward kept a cool head as he and Simpson marched Park to victory in the 33rd over with Simpson finishing on a 31no from a dogged innings of 111 balls and Ward finishing on 5no.

The win moves Park off the bottom of the table for the first time this season and, with the six teams above them being separated by only 24 points, the second half of the season promises to be a real dogfight for positions.

