Match Report

Dinton v MK Park
Saturday 17th May 2008

Cherwell League Division 2
CLARK IN SEVENTH HEAVEN
Milton Keynes Park made it two wins out of two after demolishing Dinton on their own turf.
Park skipper Graham Simpson won the toss and had no hesitation inserting Dinton, with the week’s wet weather producing a damp wicket to bowl on.
Dinton started well in scoring 15 from the first three overs until Ghufran Mohammed took the first of his three wickets of the day, clean-bowling King.  Mohammed then dismissed Dinton skipper Ashley Smith with an unplayable delivery which took the top of off-stump and when Mohammed (3/32) claimed the wicket of Steve Smith, caught well in the slips by Graham Simpson, Dinton were in all sorts of trouble at 18/3.

From then on the innings was dominated by the medium pace of James Clark.  Clark proceeded to roll over Dinton’s batsmen, ably backed up by some superb wicket-keeping from James Ward.

First to go was Jonny Patel who was caught behind by Ward, followed shortly after by Neil Spicer, whose lofted drive found the waiting hands of Mark Grass at mid-on.  Simpson took his second slip catch of the day to dismiss Mark Ludlow and then Nathan Brooks fell LBW first ball to Clark.  There was no hat-trick for Clark but that didn’t prevent him claiming his second golden duck victim of the afternoon when clean-bowling Mark Morgan.

At 77/9 Dinton could have easily folded but a determined 24 run partnership for the tenth wicket between Scott Bowler (17no) and Rodney Browne saw Dinton to three figures at 101 all out.

Clark returned best ever career figures in cricket of 7/26, just reward for a fantastic display of medium pace bowling.

With the weather looking uncertain Park knew that they needed to get on with things and no time was wasted as skipper Graham Simpson took 14 off Bowler’s first over.  Opening partner Graham Sear (21) also got in on the act with the pair scoring 59 in the first ten overs.

It was in the seventeenth over, with the score of 74, that the rains came and the umpires took the players off the field.  A delay of around an hour and a quarter ensued as the rain came down.

On resumption Park needed another 28 runs to win the game and, in their quest to get the runs quickly, lost four wickets.

Park were indebted to skipper Graham Simpson who scored a fluent 58no to see his side home but the undoubted star of the day was Clark with his 7/26.

Park top the table after two games and welcome Tiddington to Manor Fields of Saturday.

