Match Report

Leighton Buzzard v MK Park
Saturday 12th July 2008

Cherwell League Division 2
PARK BACK ON TOP
Milton Keynes Park returned with maximum points from local rivals Leighton Buzzard to send themselves top of Cherwell League division 2.

The toss of the coin was once again in Park’s favour and skipper Graham Simpson inserted Buzzard on a wicket that had almost seen a full week’s rain.

Park started brightly with the ball when Ghufran Mohammed picked up Light caught behind by James Ward with the home team’s total on 10.

Whatmore and Scott steadied the ship before James Sprittles had Scott leg before.  Whatmore soon followed, LBW to Mohammed and Buzzard were struggling at 36/3.

Buzzard’s fourth and fifth wickets both fell with the total on 40 with Scott caught at mid-wicket off Sprittles (2/30) and Tim Chapman taking a sharp catch at short leg off the bowling of Mohammed.

Mohammed picked up his fourth wicket, clean-bowling Ward and Buzzard were reeling at 48/6.

There was respite for the home team when Kempster and Francis added 19 for the seventh wicket before James Clark bowled Francis.

Parker and Kempster batted patiently for their side and added 31 fro the eighth wicket before Simpson had Kempster trapped in front.

The home team then folded to 102 all out with the returning Mohammed claiming his fifth and sixth wicket of the day to finish with figures of 6/31.

Park’s reply got off to a shaky start when Simpson edged Culley behind and when Ian Smith found Light’s hands at gully Park were 17/2.

Tim Chapman perished LBW to Culley (3/29) but James Ward and Mohammed steadied the ship with a 23 run partnership for the fourth wicket before Mohammed was trapped LBW by Francis.

The score was on 85 when Ward fell for a well made 39, a match-winning contribution given the difficult batting conditions.

Despite the wickets of Stuart Cooper and James Clark falling Park made it over the victory line when Mark Grass lifted Light out of the ground for a maximum.

Park entertain Dinton at Manor Fields this weekend and are drawn away to Chalfont St Peter in the first round of the Bucks Cup on Sunday.

