MILTON KEYNES PARK v NEWPORT PAGNELL

MKPCC fielding a side showing 6 changes from last week nevertheless fought as hard as they could in a losing cause. 
Having won the toss MKPCC chose to bat a somewhat optimistic decision in the circumstances but given the proven calibreof the batting a reasonable one in the opinion of the captain at least!
The innings did not start well. Radcliffe Phillips being run out on the third ball going for a quick single. Raza Ifthikar decided to take the fight to the opposition and scored a quick-fire ten before deciding to hook a bouncer straight down the throat of mid wicket. Luke Grantham played for a straight ball going down the leg side only to gasp in amazement as his off stump was shattered by a late outswinging delivery. Richard Fletcher was joined by Jason Heenan who put up a brave resistance for 9 before running across his stumps to ensure a plum LBW. Des Kane, brought back from a well earned retirement 6 years ago, assured the captain that MKPCC’s lowest score of 26 all out had already been passed and then tickled one through to the keeper. Ahmer Ahmed hung around until the skipper called him through for a run which he had not been expecting. Euan Hobbs made a stubborn 2 before being yorked by Trowbridge. Tariq Hussain (Real name Tariq Raja but for some reason he is always called Hussain!) strode to the wicket determined to repair the damage and after being hit on the foot slammed the ball to all parts before being stranded as the not out batsman on 23 with Richard Fletcher, having played a dour innings of 30, finally lifting his head and being bowled and being quickly followed by Tom Heenan and Stephen Gunasekaram within a few balls. Dean Trowbridge with his 5 for 31 did most of the damage.
Ian King and Dave Chapman scored 55 between them in the Newport Pagnell reply of 78 for 3. Raza Ifthikar bowled at a lively pace with no luck and all the edges off him went for runs. On the other hand Tariq bowled a tidy line and length taking 3 for 8 in his 10 overs and, with Luke Grantham taking two catches, put some respectability on the scoreboard. All the other bowlers stuck to their task but the total was really too small to defend and once the first wicket put on 50 it was all likely to end in tears.
Given the short notice that most people had that they were playing everyone played a part and the result was not a reflection on the effort they put into the match. The skipper who begins to sound more and more like ‘old Mr Grace’  was heard to say “You’ve all done very well” !
