MKPCC Third XI v Wolverton Third XI at Manor Fields (Bottom Square) 

20 May 2006

Wolverton won the toss and inserted MKPCC. The innings got off to a bad start on a very wet and slow pitch. Radcliff Phillips being the first to go to a juggled return catch. Sanjay Jerath followed two overs later and then Raza Ifthikar and Richard Fletcher steadied the ship. The score progressed to 37 before Raza played across a straight ball. This brought Tom Woodward to the crease for his first senior knock. He scored fluently and played intelligently while those around him were committing suicide. Fletcher went for 16, Tariq Hussain for 4 and then newcomer Munaf Dalvi played well for 15 before losing his wicket to a straight ball. Des Kane played a few lusty shots before missing one and being patently LBW. The score was at 99 when Woodward finally reached one of Malik’s wide deliveries and played it into cover point’s hands. Ahmed, Shepherd and Hobbs saw the total to 138 before the innings closed in 36.4 overs. Rehmen got 5 for 15 in an excellent spell for Wolverton 

Howard was like a rock in the Wolverton Innings grinding out a responsible 78 while all batsmen struggled on a slow pitch. All the MKPCC bowlers bowled well but special mention should be made of Ben Shepherd who bowled 10 tidy overs of left arm spin in his first senior Saturday game and caused all batsmen considerable problems. His 2 for 33 was an excellent return. Richard Fletcher took 3 for 23 as batsmen fell asleep waiting for the ball to arrive! It was a fair measure of the bowling and fielding quality that Wolverton, batting in the best of the conditions and facing a somewhat slippy ball, took 45 overs to get the runs.
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