Match Reports
MK Park v Abingdon Vale
Saturday 6th September 2008

Cherwell League Division 2

There were dramatic scenes at Milton Keynes Park’s Manor Fields ground on Saturday which saw Park clinch the Oxford Times Cherwell League Division 2 title.

Going into the game just two points behind leaders Dinton, and with the probability of just the league champions being promoted, Park knew they had to better Dinton’s result by at least two points.

What greeted the team at 10am on their arrival at the ground was a square with standing water and plenty of work to do to get the game on.  Two hours of solid work from all the squad saw the ground fit for play at the nominated start time of 1pm.
The match, sponsored by David Whitley (Bates Financial Services), started well for Park when skipper Graham Simpson won the toss.  Visitors, Abingdon Vale, were inserted, and things looked comfortable early on.

The total was on 24 when James Sprittles got the breakthrough, removing Barker.  Boon soon followed to Mike Alston with Simpson snaffling a sharp chance in the slips and when Roderick fell LBW to Alston without scoring, Vale were suddenly 26/3.

King and Humpage settled into a partnership with Humpage in particular seemingly able to master the difficult batting conditions.  Simpson brought himself on and almost immediately his off-spin accounted for King with Alston taking the catch at short fine-leg.  Simpson bowled in tandem with fellow spinner Alston and Vale found scoring hard to come by.

From 66/3, wickets fell regularly as Simpson and Alston ran through the batting line-up.  Seven wickets fell for 27 runs as Vale collapsed to 93 all out with Simpson claiming 6/19 and Alston 3/23.

The weather was always likely to play its part and Park wasted no time in hunting down the runs.  The first wicket between James Ward and Simpson saw them add 23 until Simpson was caught behind.  Promoted up the order, Park’s Ghufran Mohammed continued the onslaught as he and Ward added another 29 runs in quick time.  Ward was eventually caught for 28 but there was no let-up as Ed Packard got into his stride.  Despite losing the wickets of Packard and Alex Kilbey, Park got home in the 17th over, just ten minutes before the heavens opened, which would have made any further play impossible.

Park waited for news from Dinton’s game against Leighton Buzzard and when the news came through that the game had fallen foul of the weather, with no completion possible, the celebrations began.

The club would like to extend their gratitude to David Whitley (Bates Financial Services) for his support throughout the season as well as groundsmen Alan Smith and Tony Clarke for their efforts and all the people who have put much work in behind the scenes.

Park’s scheduled Bucks Cup semi-final against Beaconsfield fell foul to the weather on Sunday and, in a coin toss to decide who would play in the final, Park were the unfortunate losers.

Park look forward to their return to playing Cherwell Division 1 cricket next season and would be interested to hear from anyone who is keen to join the club.  You can visit the club’s website www.mkweb.co.uk/mkpcc for more details or contact Graham Simpson on 07970 477436 for any more information.
