MK Park Sunday XI v Biddenham (League Match) - Sunday 29th June 2008

The Sunday XI faced stiff opposition at Park’s Manor Fields on Sunday where MK Park took on Biddenham CC, a team that play in div 3 of the Cherwell league and have a very strong Sunday team. The weather was quite sunny, with a slight breeze.

Foolishly the Biddenham captain strode out to the middle confident in winning the toss, his hopes soon dashed by the MK Park captain winning the toss ( no 7 out of 7 !!! ) and electing to bat. MK  Park amassed a hard earned 190 from their allotment of 40 overs. Graham Simpson continued where he’d left off last week, bullying their bowlers from the off, his first shot going for 6. Jude also managed to rack up some important runs, Graham finally edging one to the keeper on 46, shortly followed by Jude on 39. Abs came in at no 3, on his debut for the Sundays this season and added a valuable 15 runs before being well caught out at mid wicket, Gavin improved on his previous duck, adding 1 run before being judged LBW by Siva. The jury is out on this one, we all know it wasn’t an LBW but have yet to decide if it was caused by Siva’s dodgy hat or his dodgy glasses clouding his vision. Alasdair valiantly tried to justify his position up the order, adding 3 runs before being bowled. The skipper came in and was soon joined by Adam Wirth, playing his first ever adult game. Adam played some excellent defensive strokes and was settling in nicely until an uncharacteristic straight drive by yours truly was deflected onto the stumps by the bowler and Adam was unfortunately out. Things were looking quite bad at this point, we were 130 for 6 and running out of options with 15 overs to go. Ben joined Jason at the crease and added a quick 25 runs before being caught at midwicket. He was replaced by Matt who batted intelligently and after the allotted overs were bowled, Jason and Matt had added 35 runs between them, Park ending up on 190-7.

Tea was taken and Park took to the field, stuffed to the gills with the veritable banquet yet again provided by the Sunday team caterers. Biddenham started strongly, Jude and Gavin, usually unplayable, were kept out by the steadfast Biddenham batsman, one of whom would have walked straight into the firsts. Gavin finally getting an edge that carried to Abs, who took an excellent catch at first slip. An LBW appeal was later upheld and at drinks Biddenham were 102-2, and Park were not looking favourite. The next few overs were steady, but not stunning and suddenly with 10 overs left Park were facing certain defeat, with Biddenham on 181-4. 

Some strong encouragement was forthcoming from Graham and Park’s heads went up a little, some smart work behind the stumps from Ben’s bowling sending their no 5 back to the pavilion. At this point we were hoping for another wicket or 2 to keep the defeat a little more tolerable. 

Graham then took another wicket and they were at 183 – 5,  Ben bowled their no 7 and the improbable was looking less improbable, at this point some excellent fielding resulted in a run out, which the square leg umpire would not give as somebody was ‘in his line of sight. Given that the batsman was at least 4 foot from safety then the obstructing fielder would have had to have been at least 6 foot wide for this to be the case !!. It was at this point that several players pointed out to the batsman that he had been extremely fortunate in this instance ……., or words to that effect. Revenge was swift though as the next ball was edged and Abs took another good catch. Biddenham now needing 4 runs with 2 wickets to spare. Sheehan bowled well, however they nicked 2 runs and they were within 2 runs of victory, another quick single and the scores were level, 2.5 overs left and 2 wickets to play with. With Graham’s assistance in setting the field, Jason moved out to fly-slip, and the next ball flew off the bat, all 13 players on the pitch holding their breath as the ball headed towards his slender frame, the catch was held, and Biddenham were 9 down !!!!

At this point a recount of overs bowled was required and having realised that all bar 1 of the 5 bowlers were bowled out, the opposing skipper said ‘Well why don’t you just let him bowl both ends then ?‘. Foolishly this witless attempt at sarcasm was wasted on my good self and I tried to do just that !!!, the opposition soon objected to this and we had to find another bowler. Adam Wirth bravely decided to step into the breach, bowling his first ever over in adult cricket, the opposition needing 1 to win. The first 3 balls were excellent and the batsman was under extreme pressure, a straight shot was played to Matt, and they set off for the winning run, Matt had other ideas though, collected the ball calmly, and from at least 20 yds away, hit the stumps with a direct hit and this time the decision was just. Matt and Adam soon disappearing under a sea of ecstatic team mates!!

Biddenham appeared visibly shocked by their collapse, their last 6 wickets falling for only 10 runs and leaving them unable to seal the win from a seemingly unassailable position. This was down to a combination of incredibly conscientious fielding and some very tight bowling at the end by Sheehan, Graham and Adam. 

This was certainly the most exciting game that I have played in, and the attitude showed by all the team in the final 10 overs was fantastic, snatching a draw from a seemingly impossible situation, all down to showing excellent spirit throughout.

Adam had an excellent debut, his fielding was sharp and he did exactly what was required, and more. 

This was an extremely hard test of our resolve, and it was passed with flying colours, I would like to take all the credit for this turnaround in the latter stages of the game but it was just done to good bowling and excellent fielding, although the experience of Graham was invaluable in the latter stages.

Our next game is next week, a league game at home to Willen, the team hopefully still buzzing from this result. 

