Match Reports
MK Park v Bourton Vale
Saturday 23rd August 2008

Cherwell League Division 2

Milton Keynes Park got back to winning ways with a seven-wicket win at home to Bourton Vale.
Going into the game just one point behind leaders Dinton, Park’s performance was their best for several weeks and maintains their promotion push.

After winning the toss and inserting Vale, Ghufran Mohammed took a wicket with the fourth ball of the match, with Smith edging to Simpson at second slip.

Arkell and Almuzahim moved the score onto 35 before Mohammed had Arkell LBW and the very next ball Mohammed trapped Mucadam in front to leave the visitors reeling at 35/3.

35/3 became 38/4 when Mohammed up his fourth wicket, bowling Almuzahim and when James Sprittles took an unbelievable one-handed caught and bowled chance the score was 38/5.  Hughes became Mohammed’s fifth wicket of the day and the visitors were looking in complete disarray at 39/6.

Some excellent batting from Ed Shaw (53) and Ryan Hill (26) gave the visitors some momentum until skipper Graham Simpson introduced himself.  Hill was bowled by Simpson and Vale skipper Stroud fell to James Clark.  The key wicket was Shaw, who fell caught and bowled to Simpson and, despite a rally from the lower order, Vale could only muster 159 all out.  Mohammed claimed fine figures of 5/42 with Simpson finishing with 3/36.

Park’s reply was solid as James Ward and Simpson put on 45 for the first wicket before Ward (15) was bowled by Stroud.

James Sprittles carried on his excellent form of recent weeks as he and Simpson went about building a partnership.  The score had moved onto 79 when Simpson (31) was caught at mid-off.

The third-wicket partnership of 64 put Park in complete control of the game as Sprittles and James Clark dominated the Vale attack.  Clark had made 32 when Stroud found a way through his defences.

With only 17 runs to win Sprittles (53no) and Mohammed saw Park through to a comfortable seven-wicket victory.

The penultimate weekend of the season sees Park travel to Bledlow Ridge on Saturday and they entertain Beaconsfield in the semi-final of The Bucks Cup on Sunday.

