Match Report

MK Park v Challow & Childrey
Saturday 14th May 2008

Cherwell League Division 2
Milton Keynes Park were edged to a three run defeat at home to Challow & Childrey on Saturday in a dramatic tight finish at Manor Fields.

Put into bat, Challow were struggling at 33/4 after 21 overs as the persistently accurate combination of Ghufran Mohammed (3/31) and Mark Roberts (2/12) bowled superbly in tandem.

Challow managed a fifth wicket partnership of 31 between Julian Penney and Steve Burry before James Sprittles had Penney trapped in front for 23.

Burry was next to fall for 24 with Jude Ramanadanpulle taking a smart catch on the boundary from left-arm spinner Mike Alston and when Mark Crone and Mark Podbery fell to Alston (2/20) and James Clark (2/19) respectively, Challow were 103/8.  

For the second week in succession Park couldn’t remove the tail of the opposition without runs being added as Mike Konschel (19no) guided his team to 129 all out.

In reply, Challow skipper Nick Meadows opened with himself bowling off-spin at one end in combination with medium pacer Konschel.  The total was on 18 when Graham Simpson played on and James Sprittles followed run out almost immediately after a mix up with Graham Sear.

When Sear played an uppish drive into the hands of Phillips at point Park were 25/3 and worse was to follow as Meadows clean-bowled Ian Smith.

As in Challow’s innings there was respite for Park as the fifth wicket pair of Ghufran Mohammed and Tim Chapman looked to steady the ship.  With scoring proving difficult Mohammed’s patience ran out as Meadows tempted him with a floated delivery that Mohammed could only spoon up to Penney and when Chapman fell in the next over Park were 60/6.

Mike Alston and James Clark put together a 38 run partnership but then Meadows took Clark’s wicket LBW and Alston perished to Ian Demain to leave Park teetering.  Demain then claimed Jude Ramanadanpulle’s wicket first ball and Park were 98/9.
Drama followed as Park’s final pair of James Ward and Mark Roberts edged Park closer to victory.

But it was not to be as Roberts drilled a half volley from Phillips into the covers and despite Crone juggling with the ball, he managed to hold on to give his side victory by the smallest of margins.

Park remain top of division 2 but with the sides closing in behind on them victory this weekend at Bourton Vale is imperative.

