Match Report

MK Park v Dinton
Saturday 19th July 2008

Cherwell League Division 2
Milton Keynes Park fought hard for a share of the spoils when they entertained Dinton on Saturday.

Electing to bat, Dinton posted a mediocre 167/8 from their 52 overs and were thankful for a seventh wicket partnership of 75 between Neil Spicer (46) and Tim Brooker (34no) after the visitors had been 81/6.

For Park, Ghufran Mohammed once again spearheaded the attack with 3/34 and Mark Roberts bowled an excellent eleven over spell in the middle of the innings, taking 3/19.

In reply Park’s Graham Simpson was run out after a mix up with fellow opener James Sprittles.

Ian Smith and Tim Chapman both perished without troubling the scorers to seamer Scott Bowler and Park were 31/3.

Mohammed contributed 26 with the bat as he and Sprittles looked to set up the run chase and Park found themselves needing 100 from the final twenty overs.

But wickets continued to tumble and the runs dried up as the spin combination of Richard Scott and Neil Spicer took control.  Sprittles (35) fell stumped after one attacking shot too many and Stuart Cooper was trapped in front by Scott Bowler (3/35).

Park’s tail hung on to force the draw with keeper James Ward having to see out the last four balls of the game after having returned from hospital for treatment for a dislocated finger as Park closed on 114/9.

There was better news on Sunday as Park were victors by 50 runs in the first round of the Bucks Cup at Chalfont St Peter.

Park posted 200/5 from their 45 overs with Graham Simpson (90no) carrying his bat through the innings.  Simpson was well supported by James Clark (28) and Mark Grass (26no), Grass and Simpson adding an unbroken 76 run stand for the sixth wicket after Park were wobbling at 124/5.

In reply all of Park’s bowlers bowled with discipline, the pick of which was James Clark who returned 4/33 as Park ran out comfortable victors.

