Match Report

Bicester v MK Park v Leighton Buzzard
Saturday 10th May 2008

Cherwell League Division 2
BUZZARD TAMED BY ALSTON

Milton Keynes Park kicked off their Cherwell League division 2 campaign with a comfortable five-wicket win against local rivals Leighton Buzzard.
Park skipper Graham Simpson won the toss and had no hesitation inserting Leighton Buzzard, despite the conditions being ideal for batting and the new league rules meaning that Buzzard could bat a maximum of 52 overs, leaving Park 48 overs for their chase.

Buzzard’s innings was dominated by a sound knock of 57 from Danny Scott which was backed up by 34 from Phil Whatmore.

For Park, the undoubted star of the show was left-arm spinner Mike Alston who returned superb figures of 5/50 from his sixteen over spell.  The other wickets were shared amongst the seamers, with James Sprittles bowling with guile and accuracy in picking up 1/26 and Park’s opening pace attack of Ghufran Mohammed (1/40) and Mark Roberts (1/17) getting in on the act.

Buzzard were probably thirty to forty runs short of a par score on what was an excellent batting track and fast outfield.

In reply, Park started with a solid opening partnership of 44 in the first eleven overs between Graham Sear (13) and Graham Simpson (41) before Sear was caught well at square leg off the bowling of Whatmore.

A partnership of 41 for the second wicket between Simpson and James Sprittles ended when Simpson mistimed a drive from Buzzard left-arm spinner Lee Selfe to the waiting hands of Parker at mid-wicket.

Park were well set, needing another 100 from twenty six overs and when Sprittles departed for 20 and Alston for 8, Park were suddenly 99/4.

Any thoughts of Buzzard getting back into the game were soon quashed with a partnership of 63 in the next 14 overs between James Clark and Tim Chapman.

Clark was finally bowled for 21 by Danny Scott and that left Chapman and Buzzard old boy Mark Grass to finish proceedings.  Chapman finished with a belligerent 65no made from only 58 deliveries, an innings of cultured stroke play mixed with some mounted aggression.

Park visit Dinton on Saturday who were also winners on the opening day.

