Match Report

MK Park v Oxford & Bletchingdon
Saturday 31st May 2008

Cherwell League Division 2
Milton Keynes Park maintained their 100% record in division 2 of The Cherwell League with a five wicket win at home to Oxford and Bletchingdon.

But Saturday’s game, sponsored by Bates Financial Advisers, was full of incident with 15 wickets falling for 107 runs with only three batsmen reaching double figures as the week’s wet weather made batting a lottery.

Park skipper Graham Simpson again won the toss and followed the trusted formula of inserting the opposition.

James Sprittles removed Oxford’s prior week centurion Jeremy Liddy LBW for nought and then James Clark gobbled a chance off Sprittles in the slips to remove Ian Mead, the score now 21/2.

Mark Roberts then got in on the act by removing opened Terry Ratigon and when Sprittles had Tony Bilyard LBW for nought Oxford were 23/4.

Oxford never really recovered with Sprittles taking 5/17 from sixteen unchanged overs and Roberts 4/13 from eleven unchanged overs to dismiss Oxford for a paltry 52 all out.

In reply, Park soon lost opener Graham Sear for nought to Liddy but Sprittles and Simpson steadied the ship.

The total was on 26 when Simpson misjudged a delivery from off-break bowler Mark Strong.

Sprittles soon followed for 13, which ended up being the highest score of the day, when he mistimed a ball that sat up from the off-spin of Saj Vinjimoor

Tim Chapman and Mike Alston looked as if they were taking Park to victory until Chapman presented Leadbetter with a catch in the covers and when James Clark bottom edged Strong to keeper Guthrie, Park were 48/5.

Any nerves were soon quashed when Mark Grass lifted Vinjimoor out of the ground for a maximum with Park victors by five wickets.

Park travel to Long Marston this Saturday, with the hosts currently sitting in second position in division 2.

