Match Report

MK Park v Tiddington
Saturday 24th May 2008

Cherwell League Division 2
Milton Keynes Park maintained their 100% record in division 2 of the Cherwell League with a 3 wicket win at home to Tiddington.
Park skipper Graham Simpson won his third toss on the bounce and had no hesitation in inserting the visitors.

The blustery conditions made life difficult for Park’s bowlers but the ever reliable James Sprittles bowled a superb opening spell into the teeth of the wind of 1/9 from eight overs to give Park control in the early stages with Alex Mackie caught behind by keeper James Ward.
Ghufran Mohammed was not at his best but still bowled economically and was rewarded with the wicket of Neil Pykett caught and bowled.

Will Cooper looked comfortable until a suicidal run accounted for his demise, Sprittles and Ward combining for the run out to leave the score at 31/3.

There was brief respite for the visitors with a fourth wicket partnership of 39 between a combination of the Tiddington skipper John Talbot, Malachy Maule and opener Warren Goodman.  Talbot retired hurt early in his innings, failing to properly connect with a Mohammed bouncer with the ball finding the top edge and then Talbot’s face.
Mark Roberts took over from Sprittles and got the breakthrough with Maule (23) chipping the ball into the waiting hands of Sprittles and when the left-arm spin of Mike Alston found his way through Goodman’s defences Tiddington were 82/5.

The returning Talbot and Paul Manning then decided to go on the offensive and a sixth wicket partnership of 54 with Talbot (46) dominating the partnership.  Talbot’s demise finally came when Ward snaffled a smart caught off the bowling of James Clark.

Three wickets then fell in quick succession, two to the off-spin of Graham Sear (2/17) and another to Clark (2/28) and at 143/9 Tiddington were in all sorts of trouble.

The tenth wicket partnership of 41 took Park by surprise as all-rounder Mohsin Khan clubbed his way to 39no from 28 balls before the returning Ghufran Mohammed (2/42) claimed the wicket of Rob Pykett, Tiddington 184 all out after 47 overs.
Park’s reply got off to a positive start with Graham Simpson and Graham Sear putting on 38 for the first wicket inside nine overs before Sear was caught by Cooper in the slips to give Habib the first of his four wickets for the day.

James Sprittles survived an early chance in the slips but Habib eventually got his man, Park now 57/2.

Mike Alston was Habib’s third victim falling LBW and when Tim Chapman hit an uppish drive from Habib (4/67) into point’s hands the game was in the balance with Park 97/4 in the 29th over.

With Simpson moving past his 50, Park needed a partnership and James Clark (15) provided the necessary support before Rob Pykett dismissed Clark LBW.

This was the cue for Mark Grass to enter proceedings.  Grass played freely and with flair in partnership with Simpson, the two taking the score to 170 before Simpson (74) found the waiting hands of Cooper at long-on off the bowling of Steve Hollingshead.

Grass continued to attack and his 38 from 29 balls effectively condemned Tiddington to defeat, Grass dismissed with Park two runs short of victory.

It was left to Mohammed to hit the winning runs with eight balls spare to see Park to a three wicket victory.

