MK Park were beaten comprehensively by newly promoted Cumnor in a game which, due to injuries, saw Park reduced to only nine players.  Cumnor won the toss and elected to bat on a Manor Fields wicket that looked as though it might have something in it for batters and bowlers.  

Opening batsmen Graham Scott and James Neilson (23) got the visitors off to an excellent start against Park’s opening attack of skipper Graham Simpson and James Sprittles.  Unfortunately for Park, after just 2.3 overs, Simpson went down in agony and had to be helped off the field with what turned out to be a slipped disc.  This ensured the early introduction of James Clark who started well by removing Neilson early in his spell.  Kiwi Andrew Robertson (56) joined Graham Scott and the two proceeded to add 124 for the next wicket which finally came, after Robertson had reached an excellent half century, with Clark sending his middle stump cart-wheeling out of the ground.  Soon after Stuart Cooper went down injured but bravely stayed on the field leaving Park with only nine able bodied players.

Scott continued his good work with support from Danny Gaunt (17) and brought up a well deserved hundred.  Cumnor then looked to push on towards setting Park a massive total with quickfire runs from Jamie Douglas (20) and Andy Kelly (15).  However regular wickets kept the visitors in check with long spells for Sprittles 2-90 off 20 and Clark who finished with excellent figures of 6-93 off 17. Cumnor eventually declared after 46 overs setting the home team 261 for victory.

In reply youngster Abs Premnath fell early, caught in the slips off the bowling of Carl Thompson.  However Park looked to rebuild with Sprittles (25) joining Lee Taylor (18) until the latter was bowled by paceman Ayaz Khan.  This brought Ed Fontaine (26)  to the crease who batted with great style until finally falling to the spin of Douglas.  Sprittles fell soon after, LBW to Ali Morteza leaving Park in trouble at 96-4.  Tim Chapman showed resistance with a quickfire 20 however when he fell Park collapsed and were all out for 125 off 40.3 overs with Khan the pick of the bowlers with 3-40.

Next week Park are away at local rivals Buckingham Town.

