MK Park vs Wolverton

26th July 2008

Some late changes to the 1st team, and the inevitable knock-on to the 2nds meant that in a shock decision Jason was dropped from his holding role in the tail of the 2nds and asked to captain the 3rds. It was only after agreeing to this that I realised we had only 3 players on Thursday evening.

Having amassed 11 bodies of various ages, shapes and sizes we arrived at Wolverton on a steaming hot Saturday afternoon. I enjoyed walking out for the toss assured in the knowledge that I was not the heaviest person on our team, yes the mighty Radders had returned from Brussels to grace us with his presence.

Regular readers of the Sunday reports will not need to know the outcome of the toss, it appears to be a formality this season. Not wanting to field in the hot weather we opted to bat first. The Shepherd brothers opened and soon put on 30 odd runs before Ben played a shot straight into the fielders hands. A blast from the past as Ed Packard strode out at no 3, looking comfortable from the off, still there at the end, unbeaten on 109. If he continues to improve he may even get a look in on Sundays … Various batsmen came and went, Radders adding a quick fire 25 including one of his trademark sixes before he perished. Luke Geoghegan played some nice strokes but his wicket fell early, followed by yours truly. Saatchi Mahendran, another recruit from the U13s team came in and played with maturity beyond his years before his wicket fell. Dan Finnis strode on to the pitch, necklaces and piercings a jangling, how you would imagine a young Jimmy Saville to look I think. He then proceeded to hit an explosive 33, including a huge 6 before he was out. Tom Heenan joined Ed at the crease and hit 2 runs before being bowled by the last ball of the match.

It was during the last few overs that our sportsmanship was questioned by several , OK, 1 Wolverton player, suggesting that in the interests of fairness I should declare as it wasn’t fair to their juniors !, youngest of whom was 17 !!, probably more than the average age of our squad. A declaration was out of this question and I politely refused his kind offer. As expected not a further word was heard, not a single whinge was heard from the aforementioned player ………….

Tea was taken and we took to the field, Euan and Chris Brunning getting into the attack with both of them taking an early wicket, Euan getting a C&B, Chris forcing the batsman to edge a rising delivery to the ever alert Radders who had reclaimed his rightful position at 1st slip. Wickets dried up a little, so Tom bowled a few overs, however he was easily dispatched around the ground as there was nothing in the wicket at all. Saatchi stepped into the breech and bowled well before Euan returned to the attack and took another wicket, some excellent fielding by Luke sending the batsman back to the pavilion. 

At this point the upstanding examples of sportsmanship that are Wolverton had yet to bat a ‘youngster’, however were quite happy to cart ours all over the shop ! The hypocrisy of this may have been commented on by several MK players and things got a little heated shall we say. I think the gentleman in question must have had especially heated hands as at one point his gloves were thrown to the floor as he marched up to one of our team to discuss matters …..

The game continued in this vein throughout, interrupted by a bizarre bit of umpiring. The Wolverton batsman nicked one to the keeper and Matt took it at chest height cleanly, massive appeals ensued, and the batsman was neither given out, or chose to walk, which given his pontificating and upstanding sportsmanship he should have done, even more bizarrely, after there was a shy at the stumps from the keeper they took a quick single, the umpire decided not to indicate these as byes !!!

Despite good fielding and no dropped catches, the wickets would not come and Ed came on to bowl a few overs, frightening the life out of the batsmen but ultimately we just couldn’t get the wickets to fall quick enough.

It was a nice tight game played with good aggression, everything a game against Wolverton should be. All the juniors played exceptionally well and although we didn’t take all the points I think the moral victory was ours.

Yet again it was a good indication of the strength that the club now has throughout the age groups and a good indicator for the future of the club.

