Milton Keynes Park Third XI v NewportPagnell CC
Saturday 15 July 2006

MKPCC won the toss on a hot afternoon and decided to bat.
Abhinav Premnath and Steve Grantham opened on a poor wicket and Steve was first out to a ball that did not get above boot high. Abhinav was deceived by a slower ball and after Radcliffe Phillips hit a breezy 15 Tom Brookes and Raza Ifthikar put on 150 for the fourth wicket. Tom played a masterful and watchful innings while Raza used his baseball swing to create havoc. Once Raza was out for 71, swinging across the line once too often, Tom carried on to see the total up to 234 for 7 in the 44 overs.
For Newport Pagnell Broard took 5 for 49 in his 10 overs.

Newport Pagnell’s innings got off to a slow start with Fred Clark and Raza Ifthikar taking advantage of the uneven bounce by bowling straight and fast to remove the first three wickets. Chapman played a watchful innings of 57 and seemed to have put his team in a safe position, with the help of Hellman (33), when Ahmer Ahmed caused him to play on. Once he was gone the rest of the wickets tumbled with Ahmer taking 2 for 18 in 3 overs while Richard Fletcher took 5 for 19 in 5 overs including a hat-trick to get rid of the last three batsmen thanks to two fine stumpings by Abhinav Premnath and an off cutter which took middle stump..

An excellent performance on a poor wicket, with MKPCC outplaying Newport Pagnell in all aspects of the game.
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