Match Report

Oxford & Bletchingdon Nondescripts v MK Park
Saturday 2nd August 2008

Cherwell League Division 2
SPRITTLES SHINES AGAIN
Milton Keynes Park’s James Sprittles followed his century last week with a crafted 87 not out to steer his side to a draw on Saturday.

Park’s opponents, Oxford and Bletchingdon Nondescripts, were languishing in the bottom two prior to Saturday’s game but racked up 243/6 against an indifferent display from Park’s attack.

Matt Baggs batted superbly in registering exactly 100 for the home side and he was well supported by skipper Tom Bilyard who scored 70.

But things could have been much worse for Park when Oxford sat at 182/2 in their innings with ten overs still remaining,

Some impressive death-bowling by Ghufran Mohammed (3/32) and Sprittles restricted the visitors on what was a gettable total on a good track.

Park’s reply got off to a poor start with James Ward perishing without troubling the scorers and when skipper Graham Simpson was adjudged LBW in the 11th over, Park were 22/2 with both wickets falling to the impressive Ed Oakley.

Next to go was Tim Chapman, caught by wicket keeper Guthrie down the leg side when he tried to pull Stanway.

Park were under pressure to up the run rate and Sprittles and Mohammed duly obliged.  The score was on 102 in the 29th over when Mohammed (30) was run out going for a second run.

Sprittles needed partners to support him if Park were going to challenge the Oxford total but only Stuart Cooper managed to get into double figures from Park’s remaining batsmen.

With the win out of sight, Park set about saving the game with Sprittles marshalling the lower order.

Oxford squeezed in 53 overs in their allotted time but could only prise out nine of Park’s batsmen with Park’s reply finishing on 175/9.

Park remain top by 15 points with five games to go and are bolstered with the signings of all-rounder Ed Packard and wicket-keeper batsman Alex Kilbey

Park entertain Long Marston on Saturday and travel to Gerrards Cross on Sunday for the quarter final of the Bucks Cup.

