Match Report

Oxford Downs v Milton Keynes Park

Cherwell Division 1

Saturday 14th July 2007

Milton Keynes Park were dealt a four wicket defeat at the hands of hosts Oxford Downs on Saturday.
Put into bat, Park struggled to get any fluency into their innings with wickets falling at regular intervals through a mixture of good bowling and some poor shot selections.

Five players got starts, the best of which came from James Sprittles who scored 24 but Downs’ leggie Chris Sandbach dominated Park, extracting some prodigious bounce from the wicket.  Sandbach (4/22) was well backed up by first change seamer Callum Taylor who found some late swing to finish with figures of 3/18.

Park were all out for a disappointing 116 in the 36th over with Lee Taylor (17), James Clark (16), Graham Simpson (11) and James Ward (11) being the only other batsman to get into double figures.

In reply, Park attacked from the off with Mark Roberts (2/44) taking the prize wicket of Chris Sandbach with the second ball of Downs’ reply.  When Richard West was bowled by Sprittles without troubling the scorers Park were in the game.

South African Mark Milligan played a host of aggressive shots as he and youngster Jamie Perkin looked to move the score on rapidly.  Milligan had reached 33 before Sprittles claimed his second wicket of the day, trapping the batsman in front.

Despite Park finding the edge of the bat on numerous occasions, too often the ball bounced safely just in front of the slips.  Perkin had ridden his luck but Sprittles (3/43) had the answer, bowling him with the perfect off-cutter.

Dangerman Luke List (12) shouldered arms to a Roberts’ delivery, only to see his off stump removed from the ground and at 80/5, Park looked like they might have a chance.

Callum Taylor had other ideas, following up his three wickets with a determined 27 before a loose bit of calling from skipper Wes Bartlett saw Taylor short of his ground.  Bartlett (26no) and Taylor had taken their side to within four runs of the target and Downs’ Ryan Jones wasted no time in taking his side to victory.

Park will be hoping for a better display when they entertain second placed Banbury at Manor Fields this weekend.

