Match Report

Milton Keynes Park v Shipton Under Wychwood

Saturday 23rd June 2007

Milton Keynes Park pulled off a hard-fought 22 run victory at home to Shipton Under Wychwood on Saturday.

With heavy rain affecting ground preparation during the week, groundsmen Alan Smith and Tony Clarke did a sterling job in making sure that play was possible in this all important clash.

Park won the toss and batted on what proved to be a tough day for batsmen.  Youngster Abs Premnath fell early with the total on 11 but captain Graham Simpson and in-form James Sprittles set about building a partnership.

The pair had added 63 for the second wicket before Simpson (25) was bowled by seamer Chris Panter.  Ed Fontaine (20) looked comfortable at the crease but he succumbed to the left-arm spin of Shipton’s skipper Shaun Miller with the total on 92.
Park then lost Sprittles (43) with the score on 96 and with Tim Chapman and James Clark perishing for single digit scores Park were in trouble at 107/6.

Miller (6/60) continued to trouble Park’s batmen and it was only Lee Taylor (27) who looked like he could dominate Shipton’s attack.  With Taylor’s demise, Shipton wrapped up the remaining wickets with Park being bowled out for 151 in the 49th over.

Shipton’s reply got off to a poor start as Mark Roberts picked up the scalp of dangerman Steve Bates, debutante Mike Alston taking a good low catch in the covers.  Roberts pace and swing proved too much for Charlie Brain as he was trapped LBW, the score now 21/2.

The experienced Paul Hemming and youngster Danny Bishop (27) steadied the ship for the away team before seamer James Clark got one to lift from just short of a length to Bishop with Sprittles taking a comfortable catch at cover.

Sprittles returned to the attack and he and Clark began to dominate the game.  Sprittles picked up the wicket of Dickon Morris for 8 with Clark (3/40) picking up Bradley Bryant.  Chris Panter and Ian Lewis fell in successive balls to Sprittles with James Clark clawing a superb one-handed catch in the slips to see Panter’s demise and Sprittles (4/32) clean-bowling Lewis.
Shipton’s last pair of Omar Hussain (16no) and Shaun Miller edged their team ever closer to Park’s total but the returning Mark Roberts (3/28) took the wicket of Miller LBW as Shipton folded to 129 all out.

Park entertain mid-table Great and Little Tew this weekend and will be hoping to build on last week’s success to move off the foot of the table.

