Match Report

Tiddington v MK Park
Saturday 26th July 2008

Cherwell League Division 2
A magnificent 120 from James Sprittles was the highlight of Milton Keynes Park drawn game at Tiddington on Saturday.

Tiddington won the toss and inserted Park on a flat looking track.  Park were 35/2 in the 12th over after openers James Ward and Graham Simpson both fell to John Clark.

A third wicket partnership of 52 steadied the innings as Sprittles and Tim Chapman looked to set up the later innings push.  Chapman then fell LBW to the leg-spin of Malachy Maule for 20.

The innings quickly gathered impetus when Ghufran Mohammed joined Sprittles at the crease with Sprittles proving the perfect foil to the aggressive Mohammed.  The pair added 138 in 19 overs until Mohammed fell for 86 off only 58 balls.

Sprittles then upped the pace of his innings and made it to three figures with yet another boundary.  The punishment continued for Tiddington’s bowlers as Sprittles continued to find the boundary with ease.

The returning Sam Hollingshead finally had Sprittles caught with Park’s total on 260 and with that the impetus of the innings faded as Park lost their last four wickets without adding to the total.

Ghufran Mohammed provided Park with the perfect start when the visitors reply got underway when Ian Smith took a fine catch to dismiss Alex Mackie first ball.

Will Cooper (22) looked in good touch as he set about getting the home side’s innings going until Mohammed clean-bowled him.

Nick Pykett and John Mackie added 26 for the third wicket before a frustrated Mackie cut James Clark into the hands of Ian Smith.

There was respite for the home team with Pykett and Maule adding 70 for the fourth wicket in good time.  The total was on 119 in the 25th over when Simpson’s arm ball found the edge of Pykett’s (59) bat, Sai Yogeswaran taking a smart catch behind the stumps.

The home side were up with the rate but with the wickets of Maule (35) and Manning falling to Simpson (3/39), Tiddington were suddenly 129/6.

Park had to push hard as Tiddington set about trying to take a draw out of the game but when Tiddington skipper John Talbot snicked Mohammed (3/37) behind the score was 145/7.

Sims and Clarke battled for 12 overs until the returning Mark Roberts (2/34) bowled Clarke and Roberts then dismissed Neil Pykett almost straight away.

Tiddington’s last pair then had a minimum of seven overs to play out for the draw.  Despite some close LBW appeals and Park managing to squeeze in another two overs in their allotted time Hollingshead and Sims held firm as Tiddington’s innings closed on 180/9.

